Character Builder &

The basic unit of the Chinese language is the zi (%),
ie. a Chinese word, Each zi has a written form
(called a character, made up of strokes), a sound
{made up of consonant and vowel) and a meaning
{or multiple meanings). When we speak or write
Chinese, we string zi together to form terms,
phrases and sentences.

In Putonghua (the spoken form of Modern Standard
Chinese) each zi is pronounced in ane of four tones:

#tone:l=  diacritical mark — pitch: 5 to 5,
highest profonged

227 tone: 2= diacritical mark / pitch: 3 to 5,
middle to high

39 tone: 3= diacritical mark U pitch: 2 to 1 to 4,
low to lowest to high

4t pane: 4 =  diacritical mark \ pitch: 5 to 1,

highest to lowest)
To pronounce each zi below, follow its pinyin and
the given tone number. Light-sound words, which
have no definite pitch, carry no diacritical mark and
are marked by 0.

This week: Words about hospitalization

3

M (radical ™ men2, door) = ask/question/request: [EH (wend
hao? = ask-good/well = say hi), B (fal wen4d = raise-
%lestiuns}. M B (wen4d yaod gian2 = ask-for-money), B3
(wen4 daod yiil mang?2 = ask~road/direction-of /ffrom-blind=
man) = ask fool for advice.
EM (wend da2 = question-answer) = Q&A/quiz. E# (wend
ti2 = ask-title) = question/problem. Reporters §58 (fang3
wend = visit-question = interview) B EEE (you3 wend ti2 =
has-question/problem = questionable/problematic/suspected)
businesses, & M¥E (wend chang? wen4 duan3 = ask~long=
ask-short = fire lengthy/trite/annoying questions).
Visitor B (weid wen4 = console-ask = consoles) patient, 1§ %
B (xiil han? wend nuan3 = blowsair-cold-ask-warm = shows
intimate care/attention), brings friends’ B2 (wend houd =
ask-wait-upon = regards/condolences).

Putonghua pronunciation: wen4
Cantonese pronunciation: mang
Meaning: ask, inguire, request, guestion
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