Character Builder &

The basic unit of the Chinese language is the 2i (5F),
Le. a Chinese word. Each zi has a written form
(called a character, made up of strokes), a sound
(made up of consonant and vowel) and a8 meaning
(or muitiple meanings). When we speak or write
Chinese, we string zi together to form terms,
phrases and sentences.

In Putanghua (the spoken form of Modern Standard
Chinese) each zi is proncunced in one of four tones:

I*tone: 1=  diacritical mark — pitch: 5 to 5,
highest prolonged

2 tone: 2= diacritical mark / pitch: 3 to 5,
middle to high

3 tone: 3= diacritical mark U pitch: 2 to 1 to 4,
low to lowest to high

4th tope: 4 = discritical mark \ pitch: 5 to 1,
highest to lowest)

To pronounce each zi below, follow its pinyin and
the given tone number. Light-sound words, which
hawe ro definite pitch, carry no diacritical mark and
are marked by O,

This week: Words about antigues

-

| Putonghua pronunciation: wei3

Cantonese pronunciation: ngai6

Meaning: fake, false, untrue, sham, hypocritical,
forged, unauthentic, illegitimate

& (1 = A ren2, person + & wei2, do/make) means & (xi!
weid = pretense-falsehood). Spy B8 (weid za0d = false-make
= fakes) passport, works under #8 (wei3 zhuangl = false-
make-up = camouflage), #EF (weil jinl zi0 = false-
honorable~-rman = hypocrite) B % (wei3 shand = pretends-to-
be-kind/righteous), uses @& (wei3 chacl = faked-banknotes).
In WWII Japanese invaders supported Wang Zhaoming's $ BT
(wei3 zhengd fu3 = illegal-administration-bureau =
collaborative government, 1940-45) and Pu Yi's B HE (wei2
Man3 Fhoul Guo2 = illegitimate-Manschuria-state = Japanese
“Manchukuo”, 1932-45),

Painting carries W (weid maod = false-pretend = imitated)
signature. Expert examines its B (zhenl wei3 = true-false =
authenticity), pronounces it is #@ (wei3 pin3 = faked-itern ),
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