Character Builder £

The basic unit of the Chinese language is the zi (%),
i.e. a Chinese word. Each zi has a written form
(called a character, made up of strokes), 8 sound
(made up of consonant and vowel) and a meaning
(or multiple meanings). When we speak or write
Chinese, we string zi together to form terms,
phrases and sentences.

in Putonghua (the spoken form of Modern Standard
Chinese) each zi is pronounced in one of four tones:

tone: 1= discritical mark — pitch: 5to 5,
highest prolonged

2 tope; 2= diacritical mark / pitch: 3 to 5,
middie to high

3 tone: 3= diacritical mark U pitch: 2 to 1 o 4,
low to lowest o high

4 tone; 4 = diacritical mark \ piteh: 5 fo 1,
highest to lowest)

To pronounce each zi below, follow its pinyin and
the given fone number, Light-sound words, which
have no definite pitch, carry no diacritical mark and
are marked by 0.

This week: Words about trains

. | Putonghua pronunciation: sud

Cantonese pronunciation: chukl
E Meaning: fast, quick, rapid, urgent, speed,

velocity
B (radical i_ chuod = i zou3, move/run) means TE (kuaid
sul = fast~speedy), EE (sul dud = fast~degree = speed), &
(sul ji4 = fast-record) = shorthand. BED (sul yind = fast-print)
= Xerox=printing. A (sul cheng? banl = fast-complete~
class) = crash course. 3 (guangl sul = light-speed) = speed
of light.
Infrastructure construction progresses 383 (shen? sul = god-
fast = at amazing speed). =E 0¥ (gaol sul gongl lud = high-
speed-public-road = super-highways/autobahns) allow 180
km/h B (chel sul = car/driving-speed).
B X E (gaol sul huo3 chel = high-speed-train) % (12 sul =
raises-speed) to 300 km/h, then Ei# (jian3 sul = reduces-
speed) to {3 (dil sul = low-speed) before stopping.
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