Character Builder

The basic unit of the Chinese fanguage is the zi (),
i.e. @ Chinese word. Each zi has a written form
(called a character, made up of strokes), a sound
{made up of consonant and vowe() and a meaning
{or multiple meanings). When we speak or write
Chinese, we string zi together to form terms,
phrases and sentences.

In Putonghua (the spoken form of Modern Standard
Chinese) each zi is pronounced in one of four fones:

1*tone: 1= diacritical mark — pitch: 5to 5,
highest prolonged

20 tone; 2 =  diacritical mark / pitch: 3 to 5,
middle to high

3 tone: 2= diacritical mark U pitch: 2 to 1 to 4,
low to lowest to high

4™ tona: 4 =  diacritical mark \ pitch: 5to 1,
highest to lowest)

To pronounce each zi below, follow its pinyin and
the given tone number, Light-sound words, which
have no definite pitch, carry no diacritical mark and
are marked by O,

This week: Words about rejuvenation

Putonghua pronunciation: chong2, zhong4
Cantonese pronunciation: chungd, jungt
Meaning: again, repeat, double, many, layer,
From, since, heavy, serious, important

5 (F gianl, thousand + & /i3, Chinese mile) indicates man
walking long distance. B (zhong4) means BEE (zhongd yaod =
main/seripus-important), & (chong2) means repeat; 5%
{chong2 feng2 = again-meet), Bi# (chong?2 jiand = re~build), B
i (chong2 7u3 = re-organize), B4 (chong2 shengl = again-
born = rebirth).

Failed student E# (chong2 kao3 = again-takes-exams), BER.X
B (chong?2 jiand tianl rid = again-see-sky-sun) describes blind-
man regaining eyesight or prisoner B B (chong2 huo? zid
youZ = again-obtain-self-let = freed).

Tough loser B ¥ 32 (chong2 lai2 bu4 kul = since~all-along-no~
ery = never cries), EH (chong? xin2 = again-new = again)
assesses situation, ¥+ B¥ (jian2 tu3 chong2 lai2 = roll-land-
again-come = makes comeback).
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