Character Builder &

The basic unit of the Chinese language is the 21 (£,
i.e. a Chinese word. Each zi has a written form
{called a character, made up of strokes), a sound
(made up of consonant and vowel) and 2 meaning
(or multiple meanings). When we speak or write
Chinese, we string zi together to form terms,
phrases and sentences.

In Putonghua (the spoken form of Modern Standard
Chinese) each zi is pronounced in one of four tones:

I*ttone: 1= diacritical mark — pitch: 5to 5,
highest proflonged

2 tone: 2 =  diacritical mark / pitch: 3 to 5,
middle to high

I tone: 3= diacritical mark U pitch: 2 to 1to 4,
low to lowest to high

4 tone: 4 =  diacritical mark \ pitch: 5to 1,
highest to lowest)

To pranounce each zi below, follow its pinyin and
the given tone number. Lighi-sound words, which
have no definite pitch, carry no diacritical mark and
are marked by O

This week: Words about storyteling
Putonghua pronunciation: shual

- Cantonese pronunciation: suet3
Meaning: say, talk, speak, tell, explain, narrate,
account

2t (radical & yan2, words/speech) = T84 (shuol huad = speak-
say things): 888 (shuol ming2 = say-understand = explain), i
& (shuol fu2 = say-convince = successfully persuade), 8T
{shuod bud = say-no = refuse), BB (shualzhenl huad =
say-truthful/honest-words), Humans/parrots/lawyers BrEi
(huid shuol huad = can/adept-speak = can talk).

People surround FHES (shuol huang3 = tell-lie = lving) official, 5
Bt (tan3 shuol fa3 = beg/demand-say-method = demand an
explanation).

BLMEE (shuol gud shid = say-old-events) = tell stories. In
ancient China, B & A (shuel shul ren2 = tell-books-person =
storytellers) told stories to crowds: “Long ago, someone 3118
{shuol daod = said-spoke ...") That's how ‘iR (xizo3 shuol =
little-talk = fiction/novels) originated.
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