Character Builder #%z¢ 2 %

The basic unit of the Chinese language is the zi (%),
i.e. a Chinese word. Each zi has a written form
(called a character, made up of strokes), a sound
(made up of consonant and vowel) and a meaning
(or multiple meanings). When we speak or write
Chinese, we string zi together to form terms,
phrases and sentences.

In Putonghua (the spoken form of Modern Standard
Chinese) each zi is pronounced in one of four tones:
Isttone: 1= diacritical mark — pitch: 5to 5,
highest prolonged

2nd tone: 2 = diacritical mark / pitch: 3 to 5,
middle to high

3rdtone: 3= diacritical mark U pitch: 2 to 1to 4,
low to lowest to high

4th tone: 4 = diacritical mark \ pitch: 5to 1,

highest to lowest)
To pronounce each zi below, follow its pinyin and
the given tone number. Light-sound words, which
have no definite pitch, carry no diacritical mark and
are marked by 0.

This week: Words about reunion gatherings

Putonghua pronunciation: ginl

Cantonese pronunciation: chanl

Y Meanings: dear, family, parent, blood relation,
marriage, close, in person, kiss

# =# A (ginl ren2 = blood-relation~persons = family/
kinsmen): 3 (fu4 qinl = father~parent), &% (mu3 ginl =
mother~parent), 2+ (er2 ziO = child~son = son), Z & (nii3 er0
= daughter~child = daughter), 3 & (ginl qil= close-relatives).
Couple B# (cheng? ginl = fulfil~marriage = marry), B (qginl
zui3 = kiss~mouth = kiss each other on the lips). Parents meet
FZR (gin4 jial = close~family = son’s/daughter’s in-laws).
ZHIF R (zhi4 qinl hao3 you3 = closest~blood-relations~good-~
friends = family and friends) ## (qinI lin2 = personally~arrive/
attend) couple’s 30th wedding anniversary, meet their 4 ¥ &
(qginl shengl zi3 n(i3 = blood~born~son~daughter = biological
offspring), congratulate family for ¥8# 8% (xiangl qinl xiangl
ai4 = mutual~endearment~mutual~love).

by Diana Yue



