Character Builder &

The basic unit of the Chinese language is the zi (%),
i.e. & Chinese word, Each zi has a written form
(called a character, made up of strokes), a sound
{made up of consonant and vowel}) and a meaning
(or multiple meanings). When we speak or write
Chimese, we string zi together to form terms,
phrases and sentences.

In Putonghua (the spoken farm of Modern Standard
Chinese) each zi is pronounced in ore of four fones:

Ittone:1=  diacritical mark — pitch: 5 to 5,
highest prolonged

2d tope: 2 = diacritical mark / piteh: 3 to 5,
middle to high

Idtone: 3= diacritical mark U pitch: 2 to I to 4,
low to lowest to high

4% tone: 4 =  diacritical mark \ pitch: 5 to 1,
highest to lowest)

To pronounce each zi below, follow its pinyin and
the given tone number. Light-sound words, which
have no definite piteh, carry no diseritical mark and
are marked by O,

This week: Words about body=checks

®

¥ (radical ¥ = 3F shou3, hand) means pressing down: 8T %
(an4 xia4d gii4 = press~-down-to = press down), 322E (and lao2 =
press-down-firmlly without letting go). Machine operators H i
(an4 jiand = press/hit-keys), & (an4 niu3 = press-buttons),
#78% (and shi2 = following-~time) means regularly, S22 (an4 /i3
= according-to-reason) means rationally speaking.

#—# (an4 yil and = press-one-press) = hold back, keep
plan/action pending. Patient general 3 T8 (and bingl bud
dongd = press-army-no-meove = makes army lie in waiting),
Doctor 1&1E (and maid = press-pulse = feels patient's pulse). 3
BE (and mo3 = press-feel/rub) = massage. Taili beginners
practice ] (peng2, warding off), 12 (/ii3, rolling back), # (i1,
pressing), # (and, pushing).

Putonghua pronunciation: and
Cantonese pronunciation: on3
Meaning: press, follow
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