Character Builder #

The basic unit of the Chinese language Is the 2i (3£),
i.e. a Chinese word, Each zi has a written form
(called a character, made up of strokes), a sound
(made up of consonant and vowel) and a meaning
(or multiple meanings). When we speak or write
Chinese, we string zi together to form terms,
phrases and sentences.

I Putonghua (the spoken form of Madern Standard
Chinese) each zi is pronounced in one of four tones:

Ifttone: 1=  diacritical mark — pitch: S to 5,
highest profonged

2% tone: 2 =  diacritical mark / pitch: 2 to 5,
middle to high

3 tone: 3= diacritical mark U piteh: 2 to I to 4,
low to lowest to high

4% tane: 4 =  diacritical mark \ piteh: 5 to 1,
highest to lowest)

To pronounce sach zi below, follow its pinyin and
the given tane number, Light-sound words, which
have no definite pitch, carry no diacritical mark and
are marked by 0.

This week: Words about beggars
Putonghua pronunciation: chid
Cantonese pronunciation: chek3
ZJ 1IN Meanings: red, bare, pure, intense, exposed,
S uncovered
7R (L tu3, earth on X huo3, fire) means red/hot/pure/intense
bare: i (chid sel = red-color), FEL (chid hong2 = intense/
dazzling-red), 5 (chi4d 2i4 = red-words/figures = recorded
deficit), 1k (chi4 huad = red-transformation) means
Communist occupation/influence on region/thinking, FRE (chid
dac4 = red-path) = Equator.
Tai-ji master FRF 28 (chid shou3 kongl gilan2 = bare-handed-
empty-fisted = with bare hands) captures gur-man. Nudists
show #RT 20 (chid zi3 zhil xinl = pure-child-'s-heart = inno-
cence), go FIEH (chid tiao2 tiao2 = bare-body-body = naked),
Beggars 71 B 780 (chid shenl chid jiao3 = go naked-and-bare-
footed). Report #3848 (chid luo3 luo3 = bare-nake-nake =
nakedly) describes city's F & (chi4 pin2 = bare~-poor =
extremely poor) districts.
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